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This bi-annual publication of selected experiences is brought to you 
by the WINDING ROAD, a collaborative network of experience produc-
ers, creative persons, organizations, and civic leaders. These “stake-

holders” are working to create a brand that represents authentic 
cultural and natural assets in nine Ohio counties in the Muskingum 
and Hocking River valleys stretching from Athens to Zanesville, and 

from Lancaster to Pomeroy along the banks of the Ohio.  

The goal of EXPERIENCES is to connect residents and visitors to 
many engaging opportunities taking place along the Winding Road 

throughout the year as we work together to build the “experience 
economy” in southeastern Ohio. For more detailed information and 

even more experiences, we encourage you to contact individual 
vendors and local Convention and Visitors  and Tourism Bureaus.

EXPERIENCES is organized into four sections. In “Experiences,” we 
highlight guided tours that represent the creativity of local residents 

and honor the region’s land and people. In “Stories,” we focus on 
successful businesses and enterprises that represent the spirit of the 

Winding Road. In “Guide” we focus on a particular set of experi-
ences. And finally, in the “Calendar,” we provide a broad overview of 

exciting activities taking place here this fall.  

We are part of a “Rising Appalachia” where arts, history, outdoor 
recreation, local foods, and authentic lodging and shopping improve 

quality of life here in the foothills of southeastern Ohio. Together, 
we make our region a great place to live and visit for those seeking 

nature, culture, and creativity as part of their daily experience!

EX P E R I E N C E S
FALL 2019

THE WINDING ROAD NETWORK
C/O OHIO HILL COUNTRY 

HERITAGE AREA 
(Network Manager)

P. O. BOX 114
SHAWNEE, OHIO  43782

Contact Us:
thewindingroadohio@gmail.com

STAY CONNECTED
WEBSITE 

SEOHIO.ORG

INSTAGRAM 
WINDING_ROAD_OHIO

FACEBOOK 
THE WINDING ROAD

Cover Photo: Fullbright 
scholars from Egypt visting 
Ohio University tour Robinson’s Cave 
in New Straitsville.
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STORIES
Zanesville First Friday

FIELD GUIDE
Sourcing Legal Spirits

EXPERIENCES
Blue Rock Station
Ohio Paw Paw Fest
Muskingum River Lock Tour
Mt. Perry Scenic Railroad
Forest Listening Room
Trail Runs: Blue Blazes & Bobcat
Before, During & After the Boom
Rendville Relive & Revive 
History Behind The Mystery

4
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CALENDAR
Fall  Events

TA B L E  O F
C O N T E N TS

The Bobcat Marathon sometimes passes through high water, such as here in the 
East Branch of Sunday Creek near Burr Oak Lake. This year’s event is set for Satur-

day, November 9, departing from Burr Oak Lodge near Glouster (see page  9). 

3

The Chesterhill Produce Auction gives volume to the product of region’s local food 
producers.  Experience local foods there each week, and at the region’s happening 

farmers markets and fresh produce vendors.  

1 8
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EVENT: SEPTEMBER 21, OCTOBER 20, NOVEMBER 16 (1-3PM)

40 ACRES OF SUSTAINABILITY

In 1993, Jay and Annie Warmke founded Blue Rock Station, a 40-acre 
sustainability center and farm located in the foothills of the Appalachian 
mountains in southeastern Ohio near Philo and McConnelsville. The 
center features the first Earthship built east of the Mississippi River, 
and serves as a living laboratory to test and demonstrate sustainable 
living concepts and options.  Straw bale buildings, a tiny house (under 
construction), and the Earthship, along with a plastic bottle greenhouse 
and rammed-tire foundation barns make up some of the 15 buildings 
the Warmke’s have constructed over the past two decades.

During the warmer months the Warmke’s open up their farm to the 
public for an afternoon tour. The tours include a visit to the Earthship – 
a 2,200 sq. ft. home made of tires, cans, bottles, salvaged lumber, mud, 
sand, sweat and tears. Guests will explore the vaulted Straw Bale “Chicken 
Chalet” . It is built with a pounded tire foundation, straw bale walls, 
beer bottle walls and a mud plaster finish. Straw bale sleeping cabins 
(with living roofs), and various innovative water collection systems 
further engage the curious learner. There is also a rain garden, a solar 
array, and many more attractions. But mostly, just enjoy the tranquil 
peace and good-natured feel of Blue Rock Station!

Can’t join a tour?  Listen to Annie and Jay’s podcast “When the Biomass 
Hits the Wind Turbine” to learn about Blue Rock Station.

A  V I S I T  TO 
B LU E  R O C K  STAT I O N

REGISTER: 
www.bluerockstation.com
COST: 
$10 per person
INFO: 
www.bluerockstation.com or 
contact Annie at (740) 674-4300
LO CATION: 
Blue Rock Station, LLC
1190 Virginia Ridge Road
Philo, OH  43771

Straw Bale Construction in Progress. Photo provided by Blue Rock Station. 
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Straw Bale Construction in Progress. Photo provided by Blue Rock Station. 

EVENT: SEPTEMBER 13-15

FESTIVAL FEATURES OHIO’S NATIVE FRUIT 

The region’s most unique festival is full of learning experiences consistent with the 
Winding Road’s goal of sharing and stewarding the region’s story and assets. Ohio’s 
official native fruit, the paw paw, is the poor man’s banana. Found wild this time of 
year in paw paw trees along the edge of the forest in southeastern Ohio, they are now 
grown for pulp used in Paw Paw beer, jellies, baked goods and even popsicles. 

Three days of music, arts, children’s 
programming, local foods and contests 
are complimented by a full schedule of paw 
paw and sustainable living workshops in the 
Paw Paw Tent. See www.ohiopawpawfest.
com/schedule for a daily schedule.

L E A R N I N G  @  T H E  O H I O 
PAW  PAW  F E ST I VA L

INFORMATION: 
www.ohiopawpawfest.com
COST: 
General Admission
$15/one-day; $30/weekend; 
Seniors/Military: $10/$20
Children 12 & under free
LO CATION:  Lake Snowden
5900 U. S. Highway 50 West
Albany, Ohio 45710 
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EVENT: O CTOBER 4-5  (2  DAYS) 
EXPERIENCE HISTORIC MUSKINGUM RIVER LOCKS, 
CANALS & DAMS VIA TWO -DAY TOUR

From the first Native Americans to the early pioneers and on to the riverboat captains and recre-
ational boaters, the Muskingum River has played an important role in the settling and building of 
Ohio and the nation. As the state’s largest inland waterway, the Muskingum was at the start of the 
journey into the Northwest Territory. As settlements grew along its banks it became a primary trade 
route well into the 1800’s. Due to its importance in the transfer of goods and services in and out of 
the region, the people living in the area petitioned the Ohio Congress for river improvement in the 
form of locks and dams. This addition would help control the flow of water making it passable for 
boats of all shapes and sizes, thus increasing travel and trade. Construction of the system began in 
1836 and was completed in 1841 making it the oldest hand-operated lock and dam system remain-
ing in the country. This engineering masterpiece is also a national civil engineering landmark. 

Join tour guide Wendy Waite for two days of history and exploration on 
the Muskingum River. The tour begins in Marietta, the first settlement 

in the Northwest territory, with 

LO C K I N G  U P  T H E  E L K !
H I STO R I C  M U S K I N G U M  LO C K S 

Travel on the Valley Gem Sternwheeler through the nation’s oldest wooden lock system.
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guided tours of the Campus Martius and Ohio River 
Museums, followed by lunch on board the Valley 
Gem Sternwheeler and a trip on the Valley Gem up 
the Muskingum and through Locks #2 & 3 at Devola 
and Lowell, giving the full experience of riverboat 
history and travel with stops at the Oliver Tucker 
Museum in Beverly and at Big Bottom State Park, 
site of the Big Bottom Massacre which started the 
Indian wars in Ohio. The evening will be spent din-
ing and sleeping at the restored Stockport Mill Inn, 
where hydropower provides your electricity. 

The second day journey lands you in the twin cities 
of Malta and McConnelsville passing by other “lock 
ups” along the way, such as the calaboose (jail) in 
Stockport and the 

dungeon in Malta. Stops at the Morgan County Historical Society 
Museum, Twin City Opera House and Morgan County Visitors 
Center where a working lock model is on display are included. After 
lunch, enjoy the leisurely downstream return to Marietta for a visit 

to the Ohio River Muse-
um and where an extended 
weekend is recommended.   
All entry fees, meals and 
lodging are included price. 
Limit luggage to overnight 
stay needs. 

E
X

P
E

R
IE

N
C

E
S

REGISTER/INFO: 
Morgan County Convention & Visitors 
Bureau; 35 W. Main Street; POB 599; 
McConnelsville 43756 ; 740-962-4909
COST: 
$350/person or $650/couple. Family 
pricing is available upon request.  Price 
includes all admission fees, meals plus 
tip and lodging. Snacks provided.
LO CATION:  Departs Marietta. Visits 
Stockport, McConnelsville, and other 
stops.

Overnight at the Stockport Mill: The Falls of the Muskingum

Valley Gem Sternwheeler
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EVENT: ALL SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS IN SEPTEMBER & O CTOBER (ON THE 
HOUR FROM NO ON-4PM & OTHER SPECIAL EVENTS*) 

RIDE A SCENIC & HISTORIC RAIL LINE

The Mt. Perry Scenic Train, which is also known as the Zanesville & Western Railroad, 
provides a destination in northern Perry County offering train excursions along 
Jonathan Creek on a historic rail line known as the Glass Rock Spur. Silica sand 
from Central Silica Company in Glenford was used in the manufacturing of glass, 
pottery, dinnerware and fire brick and was transported on the railroad as recently 
as 25 years ago. Over 100 years ago, during the time when coal was mined in many 
areas of southeastern Ohio, it was part of the Zanesville & Western Railroad, known 
to locals as the “Zigzag & Wobbly.” A roundtrip ride takes about 30-40 minutes.
The Scenic Railroad also books group rides for special events such as birthday parties, 
family outings, weddings and more. 

* Special Events: Grassman Weekend – September 14-15; Pumpkin Train – October 
19-20, and 26 & 27; Santa Train – December 14, 15 and 21, 22; trains at 2, 5, 6, 7, 
and 8pm.

M T.  P E R RY 
S C E N I C  RA I L R OA D

REGISTER:  www.zwsr.org
COST:  $8/Adults, $5/Kids 6-15, 
Free/Kids 5 and under
INFO:  info@zwsr.org
LO CATION:  5700 State Route 
204 Mt. Perry, Ohio 43760
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EVENTS:  O CTOBER 5 ;  NOVEMBER 9

RUN FOR THE BLUE BLAZES (OCTOBER 5)
The 5th Annual Run for Blue Blaze takes runners 
on the Buckeye Trail from historic Main Street 
Shawnee through the Wayne National Forest 
with marathon, half marathon, 10K and 5K 
options. This course is mostly on single track 
trail, with challenging and hilly conditions.  The 

half marathon has over a 1,000 feet of elevation gain and the 
full marathon has just over 2050 feet. New this year, for the 10K 
distance only, there will be a “team challenge” option. Register as a 
team (4-person) female/male, and race against other teams.  

BOBCAT MARATHON (NOVEMBER 9) 
The Bobcat Trail Marathon is a single loop course with rolling hills 
and several creek crossings, entirely within Burr Oak State Park. 
You will explore hiking and bridle trails as well as portions of the 
Buckeye Trail. The course is well-marked with stocked aid stations. 
This marathon will challenge you. Hikers are welcome in the 
Bobcat Half Marathon! If you love hiking, why not try a supported 
13 mile hike? With a generous 7.5 hour cut off time, hikers can 

enjoy the course at their own 
pace.Western Reserve Racing, 
the event sponsor, has rented 
Burr Oak Lodge. Call (740) 
767-2112 and ask for the 
Bobcat Marathon room block.

RU N  T H R O U G H  T H E  FO R E ST: 
B LU E  B L A Z E S  &  B O B CATS

REGISTER: 
westernreserveracing.com/
events/bobcat-trail-marathon
COST: 
$85 Marathon
$65 Half Marathon
LO CATION: 
Burr Oak Lodge
Glouster, Ohio 45732

REGISTER: 
buckeyetrail.org/run4blue.php
COST: 
$75 Marathon; $55 Half 
Marathon; $45 5 & 10K
INFO: 
740-394-2008
LO CATION: 
Tecumseh Commons
116 West Main Street
Shawnee, Ohio 43782
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T H E  FO R E ST 
L I ST E N I N G  R O O M 
EVENT: O CTOBER 5 (9 :30AM-12PM)
CONTEMPLATING THE SOUNDS OF NATURE

Take a guided sound walk - Hear recorded 
stories of past and present residents - Listen 
to music and sound in nature - Share and 
record your own forest stories

Do you like the sounds and stories of the 
forest? Flowing water, bird calls, wind, 
plantlife, and the voices of past and present 
residents? Sound artist Brian Harnetty will 
lead a morning of meditative hiking and 
listening in the Wayne National Forest. Har-
netty believes that listening to the forest can 
help transform both the land and our lives.

Participants gather at Tecumseh Lake near Shawnee. We begin 
with a quiet “sound walk” on a newly built 2-mile loop through 
the forest, paying attention to sounds and noises all around. 
Returning to Tecumseh Lake, a guided listening session takes 
place. There, we sit and listen in silence, followed by music and 
archival recordings of past and present people who live in the 
forest. Finally, we share our own stories about the forest, and 
how it has influenced our lives. A lunch (included in fee) follows 
at the Backtracks Cafe Food Truck in Shawnee.  Proceeds from 
this event will go to Southern Perry Summer Youthshops, to help 
provide outdoor activities for local children.

REGISTER: 
eventbrite.com/e/forest-listen-
ing-room-october-2019-tick-
ets-70661092229
COST: $20/person 
INFO: 
bharnetty@gmail.com
LOCATION: 
Tecumseh Lake
State Route 93 South
Shawnee 43782

Harnetty listening with children at Wildcat Hollow.  Photo: Kevin Davison 
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EVENT: O CTOBER 19 (9 :30 AM-3PM)
OFF THE BEATEN PATH COMMUNITIES

Local historian Rob Dishon leads this unique view of the coal mining region of southern Perry County 
featuring life before and after the Hocking Valley Coal Boom, which ran from 1870-1930.  Participants 
will learn of the earliest European settlers in the section and the early industries that made it possible 
for those transplants to survive. Pre-boom era communities and the remnants of an early catholic 
church which served the area during the early 1800’s will be explored. 

A walking tour of the coal mining boom town of Shawnee will culminate at the town museum where a 
picnic lunch will be served. A hike around Tecumseh lake, a man-made water source constructed for 
recreation and water for a hoped for industry, will be lead by staff from the Buckeye Trail as current 
day, post-boom developments in area mining towns will be explored. A final stop will be made at the 
Corning-Monroe Museum in Corning, a mining town which later became a railroad town. A feature 

of this tour will be living history 
characters who help tell the story 
of this unique region. 

REGISTER/INFO: 
robdishon@gmail.com 
or (917) 453-7203
COST: 
$45 or $80/Couple
LO CATION: 
Tecumseh Commons, 
116 W. Main Street
Shawnee, OH 43782

B E FO R E ,  D U R I N G  & 
A F T E R  T H E  B O O M
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EVENT: NOVEMBER 2 (10:00 AM-2:00 PM)
AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY

This popular event premiered in June 2019 and re-
turns for an encore this fall! 

Take a deep dive into Rendville history at several 
locations in this important mining town where African 
Americans and European immigrants lived side by side 
creating a fascinating outcome. Hosts will share the 
town’s rich story with visitors, including five occasions 
where African Americans from Rendville broke the color 
barrier in state and national history. Local filmmaker 
and musician Burr Beard will screen his documentary 
about the town. Author Frans Doppen will share the 
life of union organizer Richard L. Davis whose many 
letters to labor journals in the late 1800’s led to African 
Americans to inclusion in the United Mine Workers.  

Residents, past and present, of Ohio’s smallest 
incorporated village (pop. 32) will share their own stories 
about growing up in Rendville, including All-American 
Basketball player Jerry Jackson. A traditional Rendville 
lunch featuring collard greens and sweet potato pie 
will be served.Tour the Rendville Art Works, Rendville 
Cemetery, a future history museum, and the historic 
Town Hall.

RENDVILLE 
RELIVE & REVIVE!

Space is limited and pre-registration is required. 
The day will conclude with plans and pleas for 
supporting the saving of this dynamic story 
for future generations.  

REGISTER:
On-line at rendvillehistory.org or check to 
Rendville Historic Preservation Society; 58 
Elmwood Ave.; Athens, Ohio 45701.
COST: 
$35/person
INFO: 
rendvillehistory@gmail.com or 740-707-1775
LO CATION:
Rendville Town Hall, 6050 Main Street, Corning, OH 
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EVENT: NOVEMBER 2 (9AM-4PM)
HISTORY EMERGES FROM THE SHADOWS CAST BY EERIE SUPERNATURAL STORIES

This popular tour premiered in June 2019 and returns for an encore this fall!  On lists and loca-
tions of haunted and supernatural regions, southeastern Ohio seems to frequently rise to the top.  
From the Moonville Tunnel, the eerie structures at the Ridges, and the “spooky” graveyards, the 
Hocking Valley has drawn attention from New Age practitioners and “ghost hunters” alike. But 
what about the documented history of  these places scattered throughout the woods, abandoned 
company towns, railroads, and structures? This guided tour will journey to those legendary places, 
and hear from historians and authors who have researched and lived in them.  Our excursion will 
include visits to the extinct village of Moonville, the former Athens Lunatic Asylum, and the site 
of the Mt. Nebo homestead that became nationally known as part of the Spiritualist Movement in 

the late 1800s.  Participants will 
travel by van to the various loca-
tions and be treated to on board 
and walking tours.  We will enjoy 
lunch and may even be treated to 
a surprise or two at these places!  

H I STO RY  B E H I N D
T H E  M YST E RY  I I

REGISTER/INFO: 
www.ohiosappalachianwindingroad.org; 
kbowald@yahoo.com
COST: 
$65/person
LO CATION: 
Begin @ The Ridges, Athens, Ohio 45701
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BY BRIAN HARNETTY
In this installment of stories along Ohio’s Winding 
Road, we visit Zanesville’s First Friday Art Walk, 
meet artists living and working in town, and ad-
mire the buildings and revitalization taking place. 
It is one of a growing number of 
Destination Days in our region, 
allowing visitors to experience 
the best of a community.  

The Arts District in downtown 
Zanesville sits on a notch of 
land next to the Muskingum 
River. The district consists 
of distinct architecture, the 
well-known “Y-Bridge” over 
the river, and numerous artists 
working to revitalize the area. I 
arrive on a pleasant evening in 
June for the “First Friday Art 
Walk,” where local artists open 
their studios and galleries to 
the public. My guide is Douglas 
Swift, a local teacher, writer, and filmmaker. The 
town is lively, and the normally quiet streets are 
filled with people moving from place to place.

W I N D I N G  R OA D  STO R I E S

TO G ET H E R  T H EY  CA N :
Z A N E SV I L L E ’S  F I R ST  F R I DAY  A RT 

We begin our walk visiting the Yan Sun Art 
Museum on South 6th Street. Sun, a local artist 
and teacher, is friendly and generous. As he 
shows us around the building, I am struck by 
his ability to work in many styles, where he adds 

symbols and meaning from 
his own life to paintings ref-
erencing different art periods. 
I am also impressed with the 
building: four stories high (all 
with Sun’s artwork) and in an 
Art Deco style, Sun is work-
ing to restore and breathe new 
life into it.

We left Yan Sun’s Museum 
and rounded the corner onto 
Main Street and the oldest 
surviving block of buildings 
in Zanesville. Some buildings 
are in use while others are 
struggling. One has hand-

written signs in the windows 
pleading “Save me!” To my eyes, I see buildings 
full of potential. Yet there has been contention 
between those wanting to save them and others 

First Friday radical knitters group: Seiler Studio.
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wanting to tear them down. Several buildings have unusually large 
keys, three or four feet wide, affixed to their signs. When I ask 
about these keys, Swift says the block is known as the “Old Quar-
ter” and that the keys are a metaphor: each building is “key” to 
saving the block, and the block is “key” to saving the town.

We head south on 7th Street, a noisy one-way once run down but 
now slowly being revitalized. We stop by the art galleries of Joel 
Yeager and John Earl Entrekin, both located in an unassuming 
scruffy building. As we step through a narrow passageway into 
Yeager’s studio, a special world opens up of paintings, carvings, 
and sculptures amid ornate wood floors and windows and gold 
leaf trim. This was once home to a guild of woodworkers, I am 
told, and now past and present come together, with Yeager’s art sit-

Emory’s message, 
reitterated again and 

again by many 
others, is this: 

the buildings in 
Zanesville and the 

artists who work in 
them can’t stand on 

their own, but
 together they can. 

Just like the “keys” in 
the Old Quarter, the 
artists themselves, 

when working 
together, are crucial 

for building a new 
economy in 

town.
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WINDING ROAD STORIES:  ZANESVILLE FIRST FRIDAY

ting comfortably next to his working and living 
spaces. Likewise, Entrekin’s studio is deceptively 
large and open (it was once a dance studio) and 
is filled with his many canvases. Both artists spur 
each other on, and their collective efforts bring 
community into an environment that can be 
hard to thrive in alone.

Further down 7th Street is Michael and Kathleen 
Seiler’s Studio, locat-
ed in an old church. 
A row of “radical 
knitters” from the 
National Trail Knit-
ters Guild sit outside, 
and it is easy to strike 
up a conversation 
with them about the 
past and present of 
Zanesville. The stu-
dio inside is airy and 
open. Here, I learn 
about the Seiler’s 
efforts to invest in 
their block with purpose: they bought several 
of the run down houses and are fixing them up 
to resell inexpensively to artists. They are trans-
forming their neighborhood into an artist-led 
district of people committed to place and the 
creative life of renewal and revitalization.
We turn back and head north. Behind the old 

Clossman Hardware store sits Paul Emory’s 
studio, a back-alley brick building. Unassuming 
on the outside, we walk in and are greeted with 
a warmly-lit open room with paintings lining 
the exposed brick walls, a carved wooden snake 
bannister leading upstairs, Victorian architectur-
al touches, and different music groups perform-
ing on each level. Emory is hard at work on a 
sculpture, what looks like a cabinet in the shape 

of a chicken. When 
I ask him about the 
buildings of Zanes-
ville, he passionately 
describes his own 
struggles to purchase 
and preserve them, as 
part of a larger plan 
to revitalize the area. 
Like so many others, 
he dreams of places 
to work and eat and 
socialize, and wants 
to share these places 
with a larger public. 

Emory’s message, reiterated again and again by 
many others, is this: the buildings in Zanesville 
and the artists who work in them can’t stand on 
their own, but together they can. Just like the 
“keys” in the Old Quarter, the artists themselves, 
when working together, are crucial for building a 
new economy in town.

Art piece by Paul Emory.



17

Our final stop is the Masonic Temple, an imposing, sturdy, six-story 
building on 4th Street. Inside it is festive and chaotic, full of art-
ists from all manner of backgrounds. The mood is celebratory, and 
I sense something special here in all of its messiness. We meet a 
self-taught artist named Raymond, who, despite only painting for a 
couple of years is now being commissioned by a local bank to create 
public murals. We also meet a young artist name Hillary, a trans-
plant from Kansas who is doing site-specific artworks in the alleys of 
Zanesville, bringing life to neglected spaces.

Walking to my car, I can’t help but think about both short- and 
long-term visions of Zanesville. At this moment, there seems to be a 
critical mass of diverse artists here working across many skill levels 
and mediums. It also feels like the community being made is just 
as important as the art. I relish witnessing the collective excitement 
and efforts to build spaces that both welcome visitors and strengthen 
ties between residents. The Zanesville artist community is helping to 
preserve the town and its traditions, yet is also open to new ideas and 
visions of how it can be in the future. Like many other people along 
the Winding Road, the artists here are forming a creative economy, 
one that we can all draw inspiration from.

With that in mind, there are many fascinating places and artists we 
weren’t able to visit: the Zanesville Museum of Art, sculptor Alan 
Cottrill’s studio and gallery, David Mitzell’s studio and residencies for 
ceramic artists, and many others. It’s nice to know that you can’t see 
everything in one visit! I look forward to coming back again soon.

#Zanesville, #First Friday Art Walk, #Zanesville Artist Colony, #The 
Winding Road, #Muskingum County, #Winding Road Stories, #Ohio’s 
Rising Appalachia, #SEOhio
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Brian Harnetty 
is an 

AmeriCorps 
volunteer, 

storyteller and 
artist.  He is 
telling the stories of the Winding 

Road,  focusing on small businesses, 
tourism, and local economies. He 

believes that listening to and telling 
these stories can help transform 

the region's future.

WINDING ROAD STORIES:  ZANESVILLE FIRST FRIDAY
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W I N D I N G  R OA D  G U I D E 

SOURCING SPIRITS IN SEO

MICRODISTILLERIES
New Straitsville Black 
Diamond Distillery
105 W Main St, P.O. Box 495
New Straitsville 43766
Facebook: Hocking College Distillery

MICROBREWERIES
Brewery 33
2684 College Prospect Drive
Suite A
Logan 43138 
brewery 33.com

Devil’s Kettle
97 Columbus Rd
Athens 45701
devilskettlebrew.com

 Double Edge Brewing Co.
158 West Chestnut Street
Lancaster 43130
double-edge.beer

Eldridge & Fisk Brewery & Tap-
room 
9 E Columbus St.
Lithopolis 43136
eldridgefisk.com

Jackie O’s
Brewpub & Public House
22-24 W. Union St.
Tap Room & Brewery
25 Campbell Street
Athens 45701
jackieos.com

Little Fish
8675 Armitrage Road
Athens 45701
littlefishbrewing.com

Maple Lawn Brewery
110 Mulberry Ave.
Pomeroy 45769
Facebook: Maple Lawn Brewery

Marietta Brewing Company
167 Front St
Marietta 45750
mbcpub.com

We’re serious about getting back to our roots as producers of alcoholic spirits in 
southeastern Ohio. Nowhere is that more prevalent than at the Black Diamond 
Distillery operated by Hocking College in the southern Perry County community 
of New Straitsville, which is known as the Moonshine Capital of the World!  Stu-
dents who enroll in Hocking College’s new Fermentation Science program get the 
chance to experience what it’s like to work in a microdistillery operation there. As 
well, students can gain skills in specific certification programs at the Nelsonville 
campus or go deeper for a two-year certification degree. In addition to disilling 
whiskey and other spirits, they are teaching craft beer and ale microbrewing, wine 
making (using grapes grown by the college), and probiotic beverage production.  
Whereever you go in the region these days, entrepreneurs are brewing up legal bev-
erages for your enjoyment. Use our guide below to plan your visit to one of their 
establishments.    Rum and Paw Paw Moonshine are the first distilled spirits made by Hocking students at the new 

Black Diamond Distillery program offered at New Straitsville. 
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Old Bridge Brewing Company
Opening Spring 2020
281 W. Main St.
McConnelsville 43756 

Rock Mill Brewery
5705 Lithopolis Rd NW
Lancaster 43130
rockmillbrewery.com

Weasel Boy Brewing Company
126 Muskingum Ave. 
Zanesville 43701
weaselboybrewing.com

Established in 1997, the Marietta Brewing Co., along with Wea-
sel Boy Brewery in Zanesville, started the region’s affection for 

micr0brewing well before the trend exploded.

WINERIES & MORE
Hocking Hills Winery
30402 Freeman Road  
Logan 43138
hockinghillswinery.com

Shade Winery
401 Gilkey Ridge Road 
Shade 45776
shadewinery.com

Pleasant Hill Winery
5015 Pleasant Hill Rd
Athens 45701
pleasanthillvineyardsllc.com

Unicorn Wine Guild
1816 Washington Blvd
Belpre 45714
unicornwineguild.com

West End Cider House & 
Distillery
234 W. Washington Street
Athens 45701
westendciderhouse.com

Vinberige Vineyards
5400 St Rt 204 
Glenford 43739
vinberigevineyards.com 

Willis Hill Farm
Opening Soon
3420 North Parmiter Rd.
McConnelsville 43756
willishillfarm.com

Wolftree Winery 
13526 Swett Hollow Rd, 
Millfield 45761
wolftreewinery.com

Rum and Paw Paw Moonshine are the first distilled spirits made by Hocking students at the new 
Black Diamond Distillery program offered at New Straitsville. 
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CA L E N DA R
SEPTEMBER

EVENT: SEPTEMBER 13-15
OHIO PAW PAW FEST
Everything paw paw including 
lessons on growing, cooking, 
art, music, local foods & beer, 
sustainability workshops, history. 
Lake Snowden, Albany.  ohio-
pawpawfest.com

EVENT: SEPTEMBER 14
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM
The Castle, a Victorian house 
museum (circa 1855) in Mari-
etta, opens its doors after dark 
where characters from Washing-
ton County’s  historic past will 
share their stories. mariettacastle.
org.

EVENT: SEPT 14, 27th & OCT 12
LORENA  DINNER 
CRUISE 
Take a dinner trip on the 
historic sternwheeler depart-
ing Zanes Landing onto the 
Muskingum River in Zanes-
ville. Reservations 48 hours in 
advance. $35 (Children $15).  
Call  800.743.2303.

SEPT. 21 , O CT. 20, NOV. 16
TOUR BLUE 
ROCK STATION
Tour the first Earthship built east 
of the Mississippi, part of a living 
laboratory to test and demonstrate 
sustainable living concepts.  Straw 
bale buildings, a Tiny House, a 
plastic bottle greenhouse and 
rammed-tire foundation barns. 
$10 bluerockstation.com (see pg. 4).

EVENT: SEPTEMBER 23
BRUCE COCKBURN 
AT STUART’S
Legendary Canadian songwriter 
and recording artist Bruce 
Cockburn graces the stage 
of Stuart’s Opera House in 
Nelsonville with his unassuming, 
but deeply felt lyrics and melodies, 
premiering his new instrumental 

album Crowing Ignites. Tickets at 
stuartsoperahouse.org. 

EVENT: SEPTEMBER 28
WHOLE FARM WORKSHOP 
@ WOODLAND RIDGE 
Woodland Ridge Farm & Learning 
Center and Rural Action share 
how Whole Farm Planning can 
tie together traditional farming 
with new agribusiness ventures 
at this day-long workshop. Topics 
will include sustainable energy, pork 
production, ginseng, and Airbnb.  $25 
levi@ruralaction.org; 740-541-1906.

EVENT: SEPTEMBER 28
HOCKING HILLS ARTISTS 
& CRAFTMEN FALL SHOW
Celebrate local staying power 
and artisans at this 47th annual 
event at Hocking Hills Elementary 
near Old Man’s Cave (Rt. 664) 
explorehockinghills.com.
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EVENT: SEPTEMBER 28
OKTOBERFEST
Historic Somerset is the location 
for the Perry County Histori-
cal Society’s annual celebration 
featuring history, beer, artisans & 
music.  perrycountyhcas.org

EVENT: SEPTEMBER 29
Y- CITY BARBERSHOP 
CHORUS CONCERT
All aboard the Y-City Express is the 
theme for this popular concert at 
Secrist Auditorium in Zanesville.  
3PM.  Tickets in advance at Secrist, 
Tom’s Ice Crean Bowl & at door.

 OCTOBER 
EVENT: O CTOBER 4-5
LO CKING UP THE ELK 
HISTORIC RIVER TOUR
EVENT: O CTOBER 4-5
Board the Valley Gem at Mariet-
ta for a trip up the Muskingum 
River through the nation’s only 
wooden lock system, with an 
overnight stay at the Stockport 
Mill and visits to Stockport, 
Beverly and McConnlesville. 
visitmorgancountyohio.com (see 
pg. 6).

EVENT: O CTOBER 5
RUN FOR THE BLUE 
BLAZES TRAIL RUN
Head into the Wayne Forest 
from “trail town” Shawnee for 
Marathon, Half Marathon, 
10K or 5K trail runs on the 
Buckeye Trail. buckeyetrail.
org/run4blue.php.
(see story pg. 9) 

EVENT: O CTOBER 5
FOREST LISTENING 
ROOM
Sound artist Brian Harnetty 
will lead a morning of medi-
tative hiking and listening in 
the Wayne National Forest.  
$20, lunch inlcuded. Register:  
eventbrite.com/e/forest-listen-
ing-room-october-2019-tickets 
-70661092229 (see page 10).

EVENT: O CTOBER 5
BURR OAK ALIVE 
FALL MIXER
Live music with jazz trumpet-
er Kay Carter. Special guest 
Mary Mertz, new Ohio Natu-
ral Resources chief. 6PM. Burr 
Oak State Park Lodge.  FB: 
Burr Oak Alive

EVENT: O CTOBER 10
TASTE OF 
SOUTHEASTERN OHIO
Support Habitat for Humanity 
while enjoying locally sourced 
and prepared foods at the Habi-
tat Headquarters near Millfield.  
5:30-8:30. FB: habitatSEO

EVENT: O CTOBER 10-13
CLUE: THE MUSICAL 
ABC Players solve mysteries 
through music in this communi-
ty theater production at Stuart’s 
Opera House in Nelsonville.  
stuartsoperahouse.org.

EVENT: O CTOBER 12
OHIO UNIVERSITY 
HOMECOMING
EVENT: O CTOBER 12
This iconic event at this iconic 
university is a SEOhio tradition 
beginning with the Marching 110 
led Homecoming Parade at 9 & 
game at 2. ohio.edu/homecoming.
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EVENT: O CTOBER 12
LITTLE CITIES OF 
BLACK DIAMONDS DAY

2 5 t h  A n nu a l 
LCBD celebration 
celebrates the 
sharing of the 
history of the 
mining towns 
of the Hocking 
Valley Program, 

music, children’s activites, food 
trucks.  Event merges with Shawnee 
Second Saturday into the evening 
littlecitiesof blackdiamonds.blog.

EVENT: O CTOBER 12
MIDNIGHT AT 
MO ONVILLE
Legendary ghosts are always on 
people’s minds in the abandoned 
Moonville Tunnel. Enjoy the 
ambience after dark at this Hal-
loween themed festival featuring 
dramatic readings, wagon rides, 
history, crafts, music, spooks and 
paranormal investigation.www.
vintoncountytravel.com   

EVENT: O CT. 11 -13 , 18-20
THE LION, THE WITCH 
& THE WARDROBE
Zane Trace Players perfrom this 
new dramatization of C.S. Lewis’ 

classic, set in the land of Nar-
nia.  Renner Theater, 148 N 7th 
St, Zanesville. therenner.org.

EVENT: O CTOBER 19
MORGAN COUNTY 
HERITAGE DAY
This event provides a cornucopia 
of culture, history and food on 
the Square in the county seat of 
McConnelsville. Noon-5. Free.
FB: Morgan County Heritge Day.

EVENT: O CTOBER 19
BEFORE, DURING & 
AFTER THE BOOM
Take a guided tour through 
the  Hocking Valley coal region 
in with historian Rob Dishon 
with an emphasis on early 
settlements before, and current 
day developments after the coal 
boom era.  Tour starts in Shawnee. 
Register: robdishon@gmail.com or 
(917) 453-7203. Story pg. 11. 

EVENT: O CT. 19-20;  26-27
MT. PERRY RAILROAD 
PUMPKIN TRAIN
Take a thematic fall ride on the 
Pumpkin Train hosted by train 
restorationists saving the Z & 
W rail line in northern Perry 
County.  www.zwsr.org.

EVENT: O CTOBER 19
LAKE HOPE FALL HIKE
Stunning scenery and a scenic 
lodge and cabins to host you.  
10-2.  parks.odnr.gov.lakehope.

EVENT: O CTOBER 29-30
APPALACHIAN 
GREEN TEACHERS
Teachers and nature lovers from 
throughout Ohio gather at Burr 
Oak Lodge to learn with Rural 
Action’s Environmental Educa-
tion program.  Register at www.
ruralaction.org. 

NOVEMBER
EVENT: NOVEMBER 2
RELIVE & REVIVE 
RENDVILLE
Embrace rural African Amer-
ican history and preservation 
as the story of the interracial 
experiment known as Rendville 
is explored. rendvillehistory.org 
(see story pg. 12).

EVENT: JUNE 22
HISTORY BEHIND THE 
MYSTERY TOUR
Tour hallowed grounds for the 
facts behind haunted SE Ohio 
Athens.  seohio.org (story pg. 13).



23

EVERY WEDNESDAY & SATURDAY 
ATHENS FARMER MARKET 
EVERY THURSDAY
CHESTERHILL PRODUCE AUCTION
EVERY SATURDAY 
ATHENS FARMER MARKET
MEIGS FARMERS MARKET -  POMEROY
LANCASTER FARMERS MARKET
FIRST FRIDAYS
MARIETTA • GLOUSTER • ZANESVILLE
SHAWNEE FARMERS MARKET
SECOND SATURDAYS
SHAWNEE 
THIRD SATURDAYS
AMESVILLE COONSKIN SATURDAYS
MCCONNELSVILLE OHIO VALLEY OPRY
FINAL FRIDAYS
NELSONVILLE

DESTINATION 
DAYS

Going to town isn’t what it used to be in our 
modern society. And we know that cherished 
routines and regular hang outs are a part of good 
living. In response, local “creative partners” 
around the region are organizing street fairs, 
farmers markets and cultural programs on a reg-
ular day of the week or month during the warm 
months so that artists and farmers can share 
their goods and talents. Check out our current, 
growing list. Look them up on Social Media or 
the interwebs for details and times.      

Join the Winding Road Network as a producer, 
entrepreneur, organization, leader, customer, or 
audience member!  We have Winding Road Sec-
tor Meet Ups for socialization and learning, and 
Winding Road Work Groups that take on tasks 
such as organizng tours, marketing, and grant 
writing.  It’s all about what “we” can do for one 
another! Follow events on social media and at:

seohio.org.

If you are interested or have an idea, and want to 
involved, just drop us a line at:  

thewindingroadohio@gmail.com

The Winding Road Coordinating Group
Joyce Barrett, Heritage Ohio; Andrew Bashaw, Buckeye 
Trail Association; Ken Bowald, National Association of 
Interpreters; Joe Brehm, Rural Action Environmental 
Education; Mark Brunton, Burr Oak Getaways; John 

Glazer, OU Voinovich Center; Amy Grove, Morgan Coun-
ty CVB; Brian Koscho & Melissa Wales, Stuart’s Opera 

House; Tracy Kunkler, Circle Forward Consultants; 
Weston Lombard, Solid Ground Farm; Dawn McCarthy, 
Wayne National Forest; David Mitzel, Appalachian Hills 
of Ohio Territory; Mary Nally, OU Center for Campus & 
Community Engagement; Leslie Schaller & Kyle Verge 
ACENet;  Michelle Robinson, Hocking College; Brian 

Vadakin, Rural Action; John Winnenberg & Brian Har-
netty, Ohio Hill Country Heritage Area.
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EXPERIENCES

FINDING OHIO’S 
RISING APPALACHIA


